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and imprisonment. The officers in charge were some of the adven-
turers who had accompanied the army from India to South Africa
during the Boer War.
When the Asiatic Department learnt that Gandhi had secured a
proper permit, they tried to obstruct his work under some other
pretext. An officer hailing from Ceylon summoned Gandhi and
Tyeb Sheth to see him. No seats were offered and Gandhi was
bluntly asked the reason of his entry into the Transvaal. When
Gandhi said that at the request of his countrymen he had come to
help them, the sahib told Gandhi: "The permit you hold was given
you by mistake. You must go back. You shall not wait on Mr.
Chamberlain. It is for the protection of the Indians here that the
Asiatic Department has been especially created."
The chief of the Asiatic Department wrote to the effect that
Gandhi's name was omitted from the deputation list as he already
had seen Chamberlain in Durban. Gandhi pocketed the insult and
persuaded the community leaders to represent their case as he did
not want the Indians' claim to go by default.
The Indian settlers trusted Gandhi implicitly, and any attempt to
ignore him made them the more suspicious of the officials. This time
he required no persuasion to prolong his stay in South Africa
though the presentation of the case which was his main work was
now over. He decided to remain in the Transvaal and fight the
battle against the colour bar.
Gandhi applied for admission to the law court in April, and was
enrolled as a duly qualified attorney of the Transvaal Supreme
Court. Johannesburg had the largest population of Indians and was,
therefore, well suited for him to settle in.
Gandhi set up his office in the legal quarters of Johannesburg. The
walls of his office were adorned with four pictures. The wall over
his desk held the beautiful head of Christ. "I love to have it there,"
Gandhi used to remark to his friends. eel see it each time I raise my eyes
from my desk." The other three walls bore the pictures of Ranade,
Mrs. Besant and Sir Wilson Hunter, editor of Imperial Gazetteer of
India> who had written very strongly against the system of Indian
indentured labour. At Gandhi's home there was a picture of his
father and a large photograph of Dadabhai NaorojL
The Indian objective was now defined* The Asiatic Department
regarded the Indians as alien to the spirit of British citizenship.